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A PASSENGER who set fire to a
pile of newspapers on a train is
being hunted by the police.

CCTV cameras caught the man
starting the blaze after he boarded
the train, with a bike, at South
Bermondsey just after midnight
on February 2.

As the train travelled between
Crystal Palace and Norwood
Junction, he deliberately set fire
to a pile of newspapers.

Four seats were scorched and
the train was taken out of ser-
v i c e.

The culprit, who left the train at
Norwood Junction, is described
as white and of stocky build with a
shaved head.

He was wearing a yellow high
visibility jacket and red shorts
and attempted to cover his face
with a grey snood. He was also
carrying a JD Sports bag.

Anyone with information
about the fire is asked to call the
British Transport Police on 0800
405 040 quoting reference B2/LSA
and 09/02/12.

Primary pupils show off
‘outstanding’ nonsense
Heavers Farm wins upgrade to ‘good’ status from Ofsted inspectors
By Gareth Davies
g a re t h . d a v i e s @ e s s n m e d i a . c o . u k

BEING able to write a load of old
nonsense might not sound like an
obvious indicator of educational
e xc e l l e n c e.

But when Ofsted inspectors vis-
ited Heavers Farm Primary, in
South Norwood, they found all the
gibberish and gobbledygook far
from unintelligible.

They described the work of one
year 6 class, based on Lewis Car-
ro l l ’s Jabberwocky, as “outstand-
ing” and a perfect example of the
improvement made by a school
which has now been rated as
“good” by Ofsted.

The lesson involved year 6 pu-
pils creating their own version of
Car roll’s famous nonsense verse
from the 1872 novel Through The
L o o k i n g - G l a s s.

The poem, usually taught to
year 7 students, is full of whim-
sical words like “mimsy”, “g yre”
and “g i m bl e ” and is widely re-
garded as one of the finest of its
kind.

Head teacher Susan Papas said:
“I sat in the observation with the
lead inspector and was impressed
with how the children were able
to engage with work which was
outside their experience.

“It’s quite an advanced piece of
work, which involved creating ad-
jectives, performing poems and
posting them on the class blog.

“It’s a good example of our em-
phasis on technology and the pro-
gress we’ve made.”

The Ofsted report, published a
fortnight after the school moved
from 66th to fourth place in Croy-

d o n’s Key Stage 2 league tables,
found Heavers Farm had made
“substantial improvements” to
the quality of teaching since its
last inspection in 2009, when it
was judged “satisf actory”.

Inspectors said the best lessons
were “fast-moving, engaging and
generated high levels of motiv-
at i o n ”.

Ms Papas credited the improve-
ment to regular monitoring of
teacher performance.

She said: “We hold progress
meetings to make sure pupils are
where they are supposed to be in
reading, writing and maths. If
they aren’t, the teachers are ac-
c o u n t abl e.”

Behaviour was cited as another

area of improvement, including a
“significant” reduction in exclu-
s i o n s.

Ms Papas said: “We have done a
huge amount of work on beha-
viour. It’s never been an easy
school and when I arrived it was
in a very bad place.

“We ’re an inner-city school so
our pupils have some quite chal-
lenging circumstances.

“They come to us with the
whole package of needs and have
often experienced complex prob-
lems at home. A lot of our children
have not had an easy life so we
want the school to be a safe and
fun place for them.

Re s p o n s i b i l i t y
“But they have also had to build

social skills and take responsib-
ility for their actions.”

While the report was over-
whelmingly positive, inspectors
did point out that teaching at Key
Stage 1 was weaker than stand-
ards seen later in the school.

Ms Papas said: “I actually
thought the action points were
quite positive because they were
issues we had already identified
and taken steps to address.

“When the inspectors left they
said we are a well on the way to
being an outstanding school.”

Police seek
rail fire man

CAUGHT ON CAMERA: A still
from the CCTV footage

CELEBRATION TIME: Head teacher Susan Papas and her pupils celebrate their progress CRGM20120118A
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